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LOCAL NEWSA2

BROOKDALE 

Highway 9  
drivers in for a wait

Drivers on Highway 9 can expect to 
wait a few minutes just south of the 
Brookdale Lodge, as Caltrans has one 
lane closed until February.

The lane closure will allow workers 
to build a new retaining wall on the 
downhill side of the road, said Caltrans 
spokeswoman Susana Cruz. 
Meanwhile, cars sit and wait as a 
traffic signal allows one direction of 
traffic to pass through at a time. 

Cars that miss the green light allowing 
their direction of traffic to pass can 
expect to wait about four minutes before 
the light turns green again. 

APTOS

Donation shatters  
food bank record

Second Harvest Food Bank had to 
borrow a semi-truck to pick up a 
donation of more than 300,000 pounds 
of food from Twin Lakes Church.

The church’s donation is the largest 
in Second Harvest’s history, more 
than doubling the previous record and 
tripling the church’s goal of 100,000 
pounds.

Two years ago, church members 
collected 2,000 pounds for the annual 
food drive, but this year, while 
reflecting on the importance of having 
faith and big goals, they decided to 
practice what they preached. During 
the past three weeks in October, the 
3,000 members packed hallways and 
the church lobby with boxes and cans 
of food.

Second Harvest feeds 43,000 needy 
individuals and families each month. 
About 25 percent of the distributed 
food comes from food and cash 
donations collected during the yearly 
Holiday Food Drive.

SANTA CRUZ

Blood drives  
coming up 

The local American Red Cross 
Chapter has scheduled blood drives 
this month and next in Santa Cruz, 
Watsonville and Felton. Here are the 
locations and dates:

■ First Presbyterian Church, 350 
Mission St., corner of Mission and 
Highland, Santa Cruz: noon - 5:30 
p.m. Nov. 29, Dec. 7 and 27.

■ 85 Nielson St. in Pajaro Valley 
Community Health Trust Building, 
across from the main entrance to 
Watsonville Community Hospital, 
Watsonville, 1:30 - 6:30 p.m.  Dec. 17.

■ First Presbyterian Church, 6090 
Highway 9, Felton, noon - 5 p.m. Nov. 
30.

For an appointment, call [800] GIVE 
LIFE, [800] 448-3543, or go online at 
www.beadonor.com or www.givelife.
org.

COUNTY

Get the Sentinel 
wherever you go

Didn’t have time to read the 
newspaper this morning? Checking 
your e-mail at work or on vacation? 

Sign up for the Santa Cruz Sentinel 
e-mail update, featuring the latest 
local and national news, 
entertainment and sports coverage 
every day. Go to www.
santacruzsentinel.com for details.

SETTING IT 
STRAIGHT

It is the policy of the Sentinel to correct factual 
errors. We encourage readers to call our City Desk 
if they are aware of any mistakes. Call 429-2467 
or e-mail kalexander@santacruzsentinel.com.

coast
L I N E S

Changes in Style 
section planned
SENTINEL STAFF REPORT

Beginning this week, there will 
be some changes in the features 
section. 

Name Dropping, which 
typically appears today, now will 
appear Saturday, along with a 
spirituality column, Grace Notes, 
by Natalie Costanza-Chavez. 

The Food & Wine and Home & 
Garden sections will remain the 
same Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Friday’s Santa Cruz County 
People profiles will appear on 
Monday’s Page A2. The history 
photo also will move to the front 
section of the newspaper.

Sunday’s features section will 
remain the same. 

Julie Copeland, city editor, 429-2436
jcopeland@santacruzsentinel.com

By GENEVIEVE BOOKWALTER
SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

The county is trying to avoid the same 
disaster with mobile home parks that the 
city of Santa Cruz faced with De Anza: 

A loss of rent con-
trol that decreases 
property values, 
drains equity and 

leaves residents stuck.
The county was sued last month over 

supervisors’ attempt to close what they 
consider a loophole in state law. At issue 
is a technique that would allow mobile 
home park owners to charge tenants 
more than county-mandated rent con-
trol allows. 

If supervisors lose the suit, park resi-
dents around the county could be forced to 
pay thousands of dollars more each month 
to stay in mobile home parks where many 

have lived for years. Residents also could 
watch the equity in their homes dry up, 
and have trouble selling the coaches to 
anyone else. Supervisors fear they could 
lose one of the last bastions of affordable 
housing in the county.

The anticipated problems are similar 
to those suffered by residents of De Anza 
Mobile Home Park in Santa Cruz, after a 
2003 lawsuit ended rent control for new 
tenants there. Now many of those resi-
dents have said they feel stuck, because 
no one wants to buy the homes.

Mobile home park residents around 
the county fear the same fate.

“I’m not sure exactly what I would 
do if this was forced down my throat,” 
said Angela Dysle, who lives in Alimur 
Mobile Home Park in Soquel, and whose 
landlord is part of the lawsuit against the 
county.

Supervisors weren’t helped last month 

by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who 
vetoed a bill that would have reinforced 
their efforts by giving local governments 
more power in regulating mobile home 
park rents.

At issue is an effort by park owners to 
subdivide their property and sell off the 
spaces to park residents, similar to turn-
ing an apartment building into condomini-
ums. Supporters tout the move as a way for 
renters to become landowners in one of the 
most expensive counties in the nation.

The catch, however, is those who do 
not buy in would lose the county-mandat-
ed rent control that allows them to park 
their coaches on mobile home park land 
for much less than market value. 

“We’re not against the residents buying 
the park or negotiating with the park owner. 
What we’re opposed to is using this strategy,” 
said Terry Hancock, attorney with Senior 
Legal Services in Santa Cruz. 

Attorney Richard Close with Gilchrist 
and Rutter law firm in Santa Monica, who 
represents about 20 mobile home park 
owners around the state, argued that res-
idents who qualify as low income under 
state rules would not see their rent change. 
Surveys show about 80 percent of mobile 
home park residents fall into that category, 
he said.

Meanwhile, park owners would be able 
to sell their land for market rates, said 
Close, who argued that those who can 
afford to buy would benefit, too. 

“It’s a method for them to acquire own-
ership of land and the increased value of 
land,” Close said.

A court date to hear the suit has not been 
set.

Contact Genevieve Bookwalter at  
gbookwalter@santacruzsentinel.com  
or 706-3286. 

Mobile home park owners sue county

By CONNIE SKIPITARES
MEDIANEWS

Two brothers from Los Gatos died 
when the speeding car they were 
riding in crashed into an embankment 
outside of Soquel on Saturday 
afternoon.

The brothers, Tyler Barclay, 17, and 
Shane Patrick Barclay, 22, died 
instantly when the car, traveling more 
than 80 mph on rural Laurel Glen Road 
about 2:30 p.m. missed a curve, flipped 
and slammed into a dirt embankment, 
according to the California Highway 
Patrol.

Tyler Barclay was a senior at Los 
Gatos High School and Shane Barclay 
was a student at West Valley College.

The 17-year-old driver, a Soquel 
resident, is in critical condition with 
head injuries after being airlifted to 
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center. His 
name was not released.

The driver was traveling on Laurel 
Glen Road and failed to negotiate a 
turn in his 1995 green Saab sedan. His 
car then skidded about 300 feet, turned 
sideways, then flipped and slammed 
into a dirt embankment in front of a 
driveway on the 400 block of the road, 
according to the CHP.

A nearby resident heard the crash 
and called 911.

All three in the car were wearing 
seat belts, said CHP spokesman Trevor 
Wilson. The brothers were pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Investigators are continuing to look 
into the crash and have not 
determined if drugs or alcohol played a 
part.

“We do know that speeding was a 
major factor,’’ Wilson said.

Officials at Los Gatos High School 
said counselors were on campus today 
to comfort students who knew Tyler.

Laurel Glen, a rural road three miles 

outside of Soquel, was closed for 
several hours Saturday while 
emergency crews responded and CHP 
officers investigated the crash, which 
didn’t involve any other vehicles.

Officers said Sunday the driver was 
legally allowed to have passengers in 
his car — state law forbids new 
teenage drivers from driving others for 
the first year they have their licenses 
— but declined to say if he had any 
speeding violations on his driving 
record.

Sentinel staff writer Jennifer Squires 
contributed to this report.

Brothers who died in Soquel crash identified

By DONNA JONES
SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

WATSONVILLE — Luis Carillo’s first semester 
at Cabrillo College was a disaster. He was unpre-
pared, took the wrong classes and ended up with 
bad grades. 

But he didn’t give up. 
Instead, Carillo, the son of immigrant farmworkers 

with limited education, signed up for Digital Bridge 
Academy, an innovative Cabrillo College program 
designed to give struggling students a better chance 
at success.

Today, the 20-year-old Watsonville High School 
graduate is a straight-A student, planning on trans-
ferring to a four-year college and on a career working 
with troubled youth.

“[Digital Bridge] helps you get more focused and 
confident,” said Carillo.

His success through the program is not unusual. 
Since its founding five years ago, Digital Bridge has 
exceeded expectations. Attrition among the at-risk 
students the program was designed to serve was 
expected to be high. Instead, 75 percent have finished 
the one-semester program with a C or better average 
in their classes. For those previously enrolled in col-
lege, grades have gone up, and they are completing 
more credits.

Its success is getting noticed. Recently, the Cam-
paign for College Opportunity, a coalition of business, 
education and labor leaders, ranked it as one of 15 
model programs statewide.

The 15 “Practices with Promise,” chosen from 
among 120 submissions, include outreach efforts by 
the University of California and California State Uni-
versity systems, counseling and mentoring programs 
at high schools and colleges and academic tutoring.

Digital Bridge, which now serves about 50 students 
a year in Watsonville, is slated to expand to the Aptos 
campus next fall and grow to 350 students annually. 

“I am one of the luckiest teachers in the country,” 
said Diego Navarro, creator and director of Digital 
Bridge. “I get to watch these students transform 
before my eyes.”

He said he’s seen students who didn’t finish high 
school, even some who never started, students 
from poor families and with limited English back-
grounds tackling college courses with success. 

Navarro, whose resume includes community 
organizing and a business degree from Harvard, 
dropped out of the high-tech industry to launch 
the program, and he said he drew on the skills he 
learned in the corporate world to build it.

The program starts with a two-week crash course 
designed to help students understand and get over 
past barriers to success.

From there, students take a semester’s worth of 

college-level classes built around research into a 
social justice issues, such as the effect of poverty 
on education.

“Just in time” learning pairs the skills they need, 
such as word processing and building spreadsheets, 
with their work on the research projects, Navarro 
said.

“They learn all their computing skills. They 
learn to read and write,” he said. “But the focus 
on social justice community-based research, that’s 
the part that lights the fire inside them. It’s educa-
tion that’s relevant to their lives.”

For information about Digital Bridge Academy, 
visit www.cabrillo.edu. For information about other 
model programs, visit www.collegecampaign.org.

Contact Donna Jones at djones@santacruzsentinel.com.

Dan Coyro/Sentinel photos
Luis Carillo works with fellow student and Bridge Academy intern Martin Ruiz on campus Monday.

Cabrillo’s innovative program bridges education gaps
Luis Carillo, a 20-
year-old Cabrillo 
College student 
at the Watson-
ville campus, is 
interning with the 
Watsonville Digital 
Bridge Academy 
— the same pro-
gram that turned 
his life around as 
a young student 
coming from a 
background of 
farmworkers.
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